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What do you
think of the
Newswire?
Here’s your
chance to let us
know. Fill out this
survey that will
help us report
the kind of news,
sports and entertainment that you
want.
<RXUVSHFLÀF
answers will be
NHSWFRQÀGHQWLDO
but we will use
your aggregate
responses to produce the newspaper YOU want
to read.
So, please, take a
few minutes and
let us know your
thoughts at:
bit.ly/xaviernewswire-survey

Honors floor voided in Fenwick

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
It will no longer be an honor to
OLYHRQ)HQZLFN·VÀIWKÁRRUDVWKH
section of the dorm that was once
reserved for honors students has
been opened to all students looking for on-campus housing.
“Last March, after the 2016
First Year Housing Selection proFHVV,QRWLÀHG'U<DQGHOOWKHGLrector of the University Scholars
Program, that we had very limited interest in sophomore housing for honors students,” Senior
Director for Student Affairs Lori
Lambert said. “This was a continued trend from the previous
two to three years.”
In order to keep priority status,
a group choosing this housing had
to have 100 percent or 75 percent
of their group members in one of
the three honors programs at the
time of selection. In the spring of
2016, however, there was only one
group of six men who signed up
for the honors priority housing in
Fenwick Place.
“The reason for the percentages was to ensure a living learning community for those in the
honors program,” Lambert said.
Due to limited interest in this
option last year and several years
prior, the option has since been
removed. This was communicated in March 2016.
“I think there was a lowered
interest because it appears that the
majority of students don’t study in
their rooms and are usually spread
around campus doing their work,”

junior Megan Cranston said. “So
maybe they don’t care too much
about where they live.”
The new development came as
DVKRFNIRUPDQ\FXUUHQWÀUVW\HDUV
who were told priority housing was
a perk of the honors programs as
they enter the time in the semester
for housing selection.
“Since housing priority for
sophomore was one of the incentives for incoming Xavier
honors students, I think that this
decision should have been made
with more input from students,”
junior Zenab Saeed said.
Currently, Lambert has been
working closely with Yandell
in order to offer a new housing
option this year for honors stu-

dents. The plan involves a house
at 1415 Dana Avenue that has six
separate bed spaces and plentiful
common space areas. No interest
has been shown from any honor
students about this option so far,
but they are hopeful a group may
express interest soon.
“The hope is the house could
become a center for programs,
gatherings and study sessions
as well as housing for honor
students,” Lambert said. “Dr.
Yandell and I will continue to talk
about how to create a true living/
learning community for students
in the honors program.”
“I believe that honors students
do work really hard and deserve
to be honored for it somehow,”

ÀUVW\HDU7LQH6RNXQVDLG
If the situation works well and
there is a lot for interest from the
honors students, there is also an
option to expand to two houses on
1421 Dana Avenue in the future.
As of now, there are many
housing options for rising sophomores including apartment options in the Village, the Commons
Apartments, Manor House and
1019 Dana, as well as options in
several of the Residence Halls
such as Fenwick Place, Kuhlman
Hall and Buenger Hall.
´7KH 2IÀFH RI  5HVLGHQFH
Life believes all available residential communities are conductive
to sleeping and studying for all
students,” Lambert said.

Photo courtesy of pinterest.com

Bishop Fenwick Place is the newest dorm on campus and houses a large number of students in their sophomore year.

March Gladness exceeds donor goal

BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS
Head Photo Editor
Xavier got glad this month
with the fourth annual March
Gladness fundraising campaign
March 1-2. Each year, the 48hour event provides a platform
for clubs, organizations and
groups on campus to ask alumni, students and faculty to give
back to what they care about at
Xavier.
This year’s campaign resulted in 1,799 donors giving a total
of $103,290 to a variety of areas
of campus, but Carolyn Adams,
Assistant Director of the Annual
Fund and head coordinator for

March Gladness, says it’s not all
about the money.
“For the past two years we
have strictly focused on donors,
not dollars—meaning all we promote is getting people involved
in the act of giving, rather than
getting caught up in the dollar
amounts people give,” Adams
said.
The Xavier community nearly doubled the 1,000-donor goal
for this year, giving to 25 different on-campus campaigns such
as the Center for Diversity and
Inclusion, College of Arts and
Sciences and Student Aid.
“We truly want people to give

to what they love at Xavier,”
Adams said.
Another year of gladness
brought some new additions to
WKH FDPSDLJQ 7KLV ZDV WKH ÀUVW
year using Amplo, a virtual fundraising platform that allowed donations and gifts to be interactive
and tracked in real time through
the March Gladness website.
A new year also included a
new t-shirt design after three
years of the same look, and from
now on, each year will bring a
new design. March Gladness
also preceded a taste of March
Madness with this year’s campaign falling during a basketball

JDPHIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH
Two donation stations were
set up during the basketball
game, along with advertising
throughout and a pre-game for
VRFLDO PHGLD LQÁXHQFHUV WR JHW
the word out about giving to
the campaign using the hashtag
#gladxavier.
In addition, an anonymous
challenge gift of $25,000 was
DZDUGHG WR WKH WRS ÀYH FDPpaigns with the most donors:
Center for Faith and Justice,
Undergraduate Research, School
of Psychology, Student Clubs
and Club Sports.
Even with the changes,

Adams’ favorite aspect of the
campaign was the student involvement that was displayed.
“Personally, I think the coolest part is getting to see students
give back. Developing a sense
of philanthropy is so important,” Adams said. “Xavier does
a wonderful job at teaching students how important it is to give
back. Students do it every year
when they go on Alternative
Break trips or when they volunteer their time, but to see
students giving their money to
EHQHÀWWKHSURJUDPVRQFDPSXV
that mean the most to them...
that’s wonderful.”
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$%WULSÀJKWVDJDLQVWWUDIÀFNLQJ
BY AZL SAEED
Staff Writer

tion,” James said.
After hearing the stories and
learning about the realities of
KXPDQ WUDIÀFNLQJ VWXGHQWV ZHUH
DEOH WR DSSO\ WKHLU NQRZOHGJH WR
real-life situations. For example,
students looked through online
GDWLQJ DGV WR VHH LI  DQ\ RI  WKH
women that were posting the ads
were underage.
7KH\WKHQUHDFKHGRXWWRWKRVH
ZRPHQWRFKHFNRQWKHPDQGVHH
LI WKH\ZHUHLQDVDIHVLWXDWLRQ
“Most girls didn't answer or
KXQJ XS RQFH WKH\ UHDOL]HG ZK\

ZH ZHUH FDOOLQJ WKHP EXW MXVW
WR NQRZ WKDW ZH UHDFKHG RXW WR
WKHP DQG WKDW WKH\ NQRZ VRPHRQH FDUHV DERXW WKHP PDGH PH
feel good,” James said.
To end the week, students partook in a van tour through areas
RI  0LDPL LQ ZKLFK WUDIÀFNLQJ LV
HVSHFLDOO\ZLGHVSUHDG
´7KLV WRXU ZDV P\ IDYRULWH
SDUWRI WKHZKROHWULSEHFDXVHLW
PDGH HYHU\WKLQJ YHU\ UHDO DQG LW
VKRZHG XV KRZ SUHYDOHQW LW FDQ
EH LQ RXU RZQ EDFN\DUGµ -DPHV
said.

While the trip itself was over
at the end of a week, it left an
enduring
´, QRZ IHHO HTXLSSHG HQRXJK
WR ZKHUH , FDQ EH DQ DGYRFDWH
for these girls that are involved in
VXFK D KRUULEOH OLIH LQ WKH KRSHV
that others will want to help
WKHPDVZHOOµ-DPHVVDLG2QFH
more people know about huPDQ WUDIÀFNLQJ WKHQ , EHOLHYH
UHDO FKDQJH FDQ RFFXU DQG PRUH
KHOS FDQ EH JLYHQ WR WKHVH JLUOV
VRFLDOO\ SROLWLFDOO\ PHQWDOO\ DQG
SK\VLFDOO\µ

Through the week of spring
break, a group of students
traveled to Miami, Fla., for an
Alternative Breaks trip to learn
DERXW KXPDQ WUDIÀFNLQJ D WRSLF
WKDW LV HVSHFLDOO\ UHOHYDQW  IRU
;DYLHU VWXGHQWV FRQVLGHULQJ WKDW
Ohio ranks in the top states for
KXPDQWUDIÀFNLQJ
Devon James, a junior student
ZKR ZHQW RQ WKH WULS GHVFULEHG
WKH ÀUVW SRUWLRQ RI  WKH WULS DV
LQIRUPDWLYH DQG SURJUHVVLYHO\
more hands-on as the week went
on.
´:HUHFHLYHGDORWRI LQIRUPDWLRQ GXULQJ WKH ÀUVW SDUW RI  RXU
trip through different trainings
that we went through. We also
GLG VRPH VWUHHW RXWUHDFK WR WDON
to others about this horrible isVXHµ-DPHVVDLG´,HQMR\HGWKDW
SDUW EHFDXVH HYHU\RQH ZH WDONHG
to now knows about human trafÀFNLQJ7KH\PD\QRWKDYHKHDUG
RI  LW EHIRUH EXW QRZ WKDW WKH\
GRPD\EHWKH\ZLOOGRVRPHWKLQJ
about it.”
Later in the week, students
KHDUG IURP DQ DFWXDO VXUYLYRU
RI  KXPDQ WUDIÀFNLQJ -DPHV GHVFULEHGWKHZRPDQ·VVWRU\DV´LQVSLULQJµDQG´H\HRSHQLQJµ
 ´+HU VWRU\ ZDV XQLTXH DQG
she is doing good things and still
working on getting help, but to
see that she is doing well after all
photo courtesy of Devon James.
she's been through is an inspira- 6WXGHQWVZKRWUDYHOHGWR0LDPLJDLQHGLQVLJKWDQGÀUVWKDQGH[SHULHQFHÀJKWLQJWKHZRUOGRIKXPDQWUDIÀFNLQJ

Timely border trip discusses immigration
BY SAVIN MATTOZI
Copy Editor

'HVSLWH WKH LQFUHDVLQJO\
KRVWLOHFOLPDWHIRULPPLJUDQWV
LQ WKH 86 HVSHFLDOO\ IURP
Middle Eastern and Latin
$PHULFDQ FRXQWULHV ;DYLHU·V
Alternative Breaks program
sent students to the U.S.0H[LFR WR EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQG
the happenings on both sides
of the border.
,Q 'HF RI   WKH
6RXWKHUQ 3RYHUW\ /DZ &HQWHU
UHFRUGHG  KDWH FULPHV
EHWZHHQ 1RY  DQG 'HF 
2I  WKRVH QHDUO\  SHUFHQW
ZHUHGLUHFWHGDWLPPLJUDQWVRU
SHUFHLYHGLPPLJUDQWV
,Q )HEUXDU\ ,PPLJUDWLRQ
DQG &XVWRPV (QIRUFHPHQW
,&( FRQGXFWHG UDLGV LQ PXOtiple states that resulted in the
DUUHVWRI PRUHWKDWSHRSOH
in less than one week.

The best
medicine
Op-Ed, page 5
Guest writer Nick
Rittenhouse gives his
thoughts on the importance of comedy.

6HYHUDOQHZVRXWOHWVLQFOXGing The Intercept noted that a
TXDUWHU RI  WKRVH DUUHVWHG KDG
QRSULRUFULPLQDOUHFRUG
(YHU\ VSULQJ EUHDN WKH
&HQWHU IRU )DLWK DQG -XVWLFH
RUJDQL]HVWULSVWRHGXFDWHVWXGHQWVRQWKHLVVXHVIDFLQJPDUJLQDOL]HG FRPPXQLWLHV DFURVV
WKHFRXQWU\DQGWKH$PHULFDV
7KH WULS ZKLFK ZDV HQWLWOHG
‘Immigration: A Look into a
'LIILFXOW MRXUQH\· WRRN VWXGHQWVWRWKH860H[LFRERUder to look at and the U.S. law
HQIRUFHPHQW DW ERUGHU SDWURO
posts.
In an attempt to get differHQW SHUVSHFWLYHV RQ WKH LVVXH
of immigration, students met
with immigrants and border
SDWURO RIILFLDOV DQG DWWHQGHG
D SUHVHQWDWLRQ JLYHQ E\ D UHSUHVHQWDWLYHIURPWKH$PHULFDQ
&LYLO/LEHUWLHV8QLRQ
Students were able to see

DQ,&(GHWHQWLRQFHQWHUDQG
WKH SURFHVV E\ ZKLFK SHRSOH
DUHGHWDLQHGKRZWKH\FDQJHW
FLWL]HQVKLS DQG KRZ WKH\ DUH
GHSRUWHG EDFN WR WKHLU KRPH
FRXQWU\
Katherine Hohl a junior
QXUVLQJ PDMRU IHOW XQHDV\ HQWHULQJWKHGHWHQWLRQFHQWHU
“The detainees stared at us,
and for good reason: we were
DEXQFKRI FROOHJHNLGVORRNLQJDWWKHPOLNHWKH\ZHUHLQD
]RRµ+RKOVDLG
1DWDOLH &RUWLQR D MXQLRU
DGYHUWLVLQJ SXEOLF UHODWLRQV
and digital media major and
PHPEHU RI  WKH WULS UHFDOOV
one of the most vivid moPHQWV WKDW UHPDLQHG VWXFN LQ
KHUPHPRU\
´,Q /DV &U XFHV 1HZ
0H[LFR ZH ZDWFKHG WKH VHQWHQFLQJRI LPPLJUDQWVZKR
ZHUH EHLQJ VHQW EDFN WR WKHLU
KRPHFRXQWU\µ&RUWLQRVDLG

Tourney Time
Sports, page 6
Sports editor K. Patrick
Tooley recaps the Big East
Tournament and looks forward to March Madness.

(DFK RI  WKHVH LQGLYLGXals had their hands and feet
VKDFNOHGµ
She also spoke on the atmosphere within the detention
FHQWHU
´, H[SHFWHG WKDW , ZRXOG
feel like I was being invasive,”
&RUWLQR VDLG ´7KHVH LPPLJUDQWV DUH WU\LQJ WR OLYH WKHLU
OLYHV LQ WKH EHVW SRVVLEOH ZD\
WKH\ FDQ DQG ZH·UH MXVW LQtruding. However, I was surSULVHG WKDW WKH FRPPXQLW\ DW
&ULVWR 5H\ DFFHSWHG XV ZLWK
open ar ms.”
Hohl said that the expereLQFHFKDQJHGKHU
“I met some of the most
DPD]LQJDQGLQVSLULQJSHRSOH
and I will never forget them.
7KLV WULS ZDV D OLIHFKDQJLQJ
H[SHULHQFH DQG JDYH PH D
GLIIHUHQW SHUVSHFWLYH RQ LPmigration that I would have
never had otherwise.”
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Inclusive
Disney

A&E, page 7

'LVQH\LQWURGXFHVLWVÀUVW
gay character. Riley Head
explains the revelation and
its controversy.

Xavier Newswire

U.S. & World News

Edited by: Regina Wright
wrightr9@xavier.edu
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1RUZRRGGHFODUHVÀVFDOHPHUJHQF\
pair and are not being tended to
due to a lack of funding. State
auditors are present in Norwood,
and the city only has two ambulances, one of which cannot go
faster than 30 mph, according to
the Enquirer.
“I think it’s unfortunate that
I don’t think [the budget crisis]
will affect students as much,”
junior Alex Fath, a student living in Norwood, said. “I think
not all students are aware of
Norwood. I think they just
think of it as a place that we’re
living while in college and not
like a place that people live in
every day.”
Junior Josh Menke, another
student residing in Norwood,
agreed with Fath and acknowledged the sad reality that a majority of the consequences of
the budget crisis will not affect
students.
“I think it affects us pretty
minimally,” Menke said. “It
would be nice to have nicer
roads and stuff, but the fact of
the matter is that as Xavier stuPhoto courtesy of cincinnati.com
dents, most of us probably aren’t
Cypress Way is divided by a well-paved side in Cincinnati and a crumbling side in Norwood. going to live there for more than
like a year or two, whereas a lot
BY KEVIN THOMAS
The state of Ohio declared a of the families in Norwood, they
Staff Writer
ÀVFDO HPHUJHQF\ IRU 1RUZRRG grew up there and have their acNorwood, the neighbor to meaning that the city needs to tual homes there. Things that are
Xavier and home to many stu- create a plan for how they will more of a problem, like road inGHQWV LQ WKHLU ÀQDO WZR \HDUV LV recover and present it to a spe- frastructure... [and] budget cuts
going through a budget crisis cial commission for approval in across Norwood are more, like,
that might have a drastic im- the coming months, according long-term issues that we won’t
pact on the community, even if
necessarily see the kickback
to the Enquirer.
it doesn’t affect Xavier students
As a result of the budget cri- from.”
directly as residents.
Some of the cost-cutting opsis, roads are falling into disre-

tions that city auditor Jim Stith
gave were scaling back retiree
health care benefits, eliminating
the health department, closing
the community center, implementing pay cuts for employees, outsourcing the city’s 911
service and hiring the sheriff to
take over police patrols.
“Their house is not in order
right now,” Ohio auditor Dave
Yost said after delivering a fiscal assessment of Norwood’s
budget.
Norwood, with a population
of just above 19,000, according to the 2010 census, started
out the year with a $21 million
budget and owing more than $1
million. A majority of the budget will be spent on the 200 city
employees’s salaries and benefits. Last year, $16.9 million of
the $21.1 million spent went toward employees, with $13.7 million of that going toward police
and firefighters.
The budget crisis mainly
comes as a result of rising expenditures and declining tax reimbursements and state revenue
sharing. Currently, the city gets
about $1 million per year less
from these sources than it did
in 2008.
One of the biggest catalysys
for Norwood’s budget problems
when General Motors closed a
factory in the city three decades
ago, creating a lack of jobs and
a shrinking tax base.
“Communities continue to
see less and less coming back to

   

)HEDP– A student parked in violation in the
C-1 Lot with 10 prior parking citations was referred to
the student code of conduct
process.
)HESP– Xavier
Police assisted Cincinnati Police
with an auto accident within the
3700 block of Victory Parkway.

0DUFKSP– Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life
with a room search in Fenwick
Place. A small amount of paraSKHUQDOLD ZDV FRQÀVFDWHG DQG
Residence Life will follow up.
0DUFKSP– Xavier
Police assisted Cincinnati Police
and Cincinnati Fire with an auto
accident with injuries at Victory
Parkway and Asmann Avenue.
0DUFKSP– Xavier
Police assisted Physical Plant

with a maintenance emergency
in Logan Hall. Water damage was
discovered in the basement storage area.

0DUFKSP– Xavier
Police assisted Physical Plant
with a maintenance emergency in

  





Super Smash Bros.
Brawl: Live Action
0DUDP – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
IRXU WR ÀYH VWXGHQWV RQ WKH
Xavier Yard. Investigations
revealed three intoxicated students were just arguing loudly
over a video game. All was
OK.

Kuhlman Hall. A student who had vated in the computer room for
fallen asleep in the shower caused unknown reasons. The system
WKH EDWKURRP WR ÁRRG UHVXOWLQJ was reset.
LQGDPDJHWRWKHÁRRUEHORZ
0DUFKSP– Physical
0DUFK   DP – Xavier Plant reported a broken window
Police and Cincinnati Fire re- between the Breezeway and the
sponded to Brockman Hall for a Schmidt Memorial Fieldhouse.
ÀUHDODUP,QYHVWLJDWLRQVUHYHDOHG
0DUFKSP– An exsomeone held a lighter to a smoke
student attempting to gain acdetector activating the alarm.
cess in a room in Fenwick Place
0DUFK   DP – Xavier with a current student’s ALL
Police assisted Norwood Police Card was denied access. The
with a prisoner search. All was current student will be referred
to the code of conduct process.
OK.
0DUFKDP²Several juveniles playing hide and seek on the
Academic Mall were transported
home to a family member.

0DUFKDP– Xavier
Police assisted a contract employee stuck in an elevator in
Lindner Hall.

0DUFK   SP – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire Department
and Physical Plant responded to a
ÀUHDODUPDWWKH&DPSXV6HUYLFHV
Building. An alarm had been acti-

0DUFKDP²A nonstudent soliciting in Starbucks
was issued a criminal trespass
warning and sent on his or her
way.

them,” Kent Scarrett, executive
director of the Ohio Municipal
League, said, “but the challenges haven’t changed. They’ve
only increased.”
Out of the $21 million budget, $15 million came from the
two percent earning tax. While
there are businesses opening and
employees being hired, most of
the workers commute and do
not live in the city of Norwood.
Although Norwood faces a
projected increase of debt to
$3 million dollars in 2020 if
the issues aren’t resolved soon,
members of the community are
bringing awareness to the fiscal
issues.
“This has become our family,
our community,” Josh Stoxen,
who lives in Norwood with his
wife and four children, said.
“I’m staying right where I’m at.
It’s important to me.”
Fath and Menke both agree
that, while not belonging to
Xavier, Norwood is a part of the
school.
“I think Xavier has a responsibility as a Jesuit institution,”
Fath said. “We can’t be enforcing inclusivity and social justice
if we’re just being blind to the
things that are going on around
us. There is an obligation to
support the communities that
surround us.”
“Xavier is not only the campus,” Menke said. “It’s all the
students and the area where
the students kind of frequently
live.”
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$QLQYLWDWLRQWRSHUVRQDOHYROXWLRQ
Until I was 18 years old, I understood my identity,
in all of its complexity and humanness, through the
FRQGHQVHGOHQVRI DWKOHWLFDELOLW\7KLVOHQVZDVLQÁXenced by the expectations of my peers. Surrounded
by coaches, friends and teammates who could all,
with immediacy and clarity, articulate my unprecedented talent in baseball. Knowing myself through
athletic identity seemed righteous.
,ZDVDIÀUPHGDQGFULWLTXHGDFFRUGLQJQHLWKHUWR
my morals nor the moral development of a Black boy
and never encouraged to evolve my character into
that of a more honest, conscious and less problematic human being. Rather, I was encouraged to create
the illusion of morality. Developing a healthy public
image created an attractive athletic image, a marketable brand. And for this reason, my brand and the
brand of a team, I should not truly be morally conscious but simply seem so.
I learned success the way athletes are called to
know success. We are conditioned to understand sucFHVVDVWKHHQGJRDORI DQLQGHÀQLWHSURFHVVZKLFK
includes competition, failure and triumph. Every
athlete carries with them an inherent desire to be
the best at what they do. Quotes such as “if you are
working hard, work harder” or “while you’re sleeping, someone else is grinding” are applied in sports
WRUHDIÀUPDIXQGDPHQWDOSULQFLSOHRI $PHULFDQFXOture: Hard work triumphs.
Centered in this American principle is a certain
IRUP RI  VHOÀVKQHVV ZKLFK FHQWUDOL]HV HJR DQG PH
ness. We are familiar with the language of success
centered in ego. You don’t grind as hard as me. I am
the best. Despite the odds, I am going to make it.
We are just as familiar with the language of failure
centered in ego. For example, despite hundreds of
EDVNHWEDOO JDPHV HEELQJ DQG ÁRZLQJ ZLWK VXFFHVVful and non-successful plays, Michael Jordan always
blamed himself for the team’s loss, especially if he
missed a crucial shot in the closing seconds. A bur-

den of personal responsibility is fundamental to athletic identities.
As I evolve beyond my athletic identity, opening
my eyes to many faces of myself which I have come
to adore, the process of unlearning continues arising
DVDIXQGDPHQWDODQGLQGHÀQLWHSURMHFWRI SHUVRQDO
evolution.
While I explore my newfound identity as a writer,
truly and deeply at times, I often carry old baggage
into this new terrain. Three years ago, I struggled
putting a sentence together and today, ironically, I am
still unable to articulate a thorough comprehension
of grammar.
Mastering the craft of writing, just like any coveted art form or vocation, requires a commitment to
countless hours of study and practice. Hours spent
with pen to pad evidence my writer’s work ethic.
However, the lurking baggage of my athletic identity leads me to conceptualize success as a writer via
a process of me-ness and ego-centered hard work.
Into the terrain of writing, I carry with me the same
language with which I was raised. I am the best.
Despite the odds, I am going to make it.
But, I am learning that in art there is no space for
ego.
,W LV WKLV WUXWK ZKLFK UHDIÀUPV WKH LPSRUWDQFH
of unlearning he
whom I once was.
I cannot exist, as
an artist, as a writer,
with any true sentiment of integrity if
I do not struggle for
it. It is by a commitment to the ethos of
unlearning ego that
Taylor Zachary is a senior soI am truly learning
what it means to be ciology major and columnist for the
Newswire from Oakland, Calif.
successful.

3RWHQWLDOEHQH¿WVRIUHOLJLRQ

Why gay men and the Church need each other

As I have grown older I have noticed that more and more people believe that it is cool, even desirable, to
be gay. People have confessed to me that they would love to have a gay best friend to help dress them or go
shopping with them. Popular culture has made being gay one of the coolest things to be.
Yet, according to Michael Hobbes of 7KH+XIÀQJWRQ3RVW, there are still studies that show that gay men are,
depending on the survey, two to 10 times more likely to commit suicide than their straight peers and are two
times more likely to have a major depressive episode. In a survey of gay men who had recently arrived to
New York City, 75 percent suffered from anxiety or depression, abused drugs or alcohol or engaged in risky
sex. Many cited some combination.
This isn’t just an American issue, either. In the Netherlands, a country which has had legalized same-sex marriage for 16 years now, gay men are three times more likely to have a mood disorder and 10 times more likely
engage in self-harm. In Sweden, a country that’s had civil unions for 21 years, the suicide rate of gay men is
triple that of others.
How can this possibly be? Many external factors have taken the blame over the years. But AIDS, marriage
equality and bullying have all for the most part become afterthoughts. So why are gay men still so depressed?
There is one place that gay people still feel excluded from, and it’s a place I would argue they desperately
need. According to Jaweed Kaleem of 7KH+XIÀQJWRQ3RVW, 48 percent of gay men don’t identify with a religion,
and even among those who do, 65 percent seldom or never go to religious services regardless of religious
EDFNJURXQG)RUFRPSDULVRQSHUFHQWRI WKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFLVXQDIÀOLDWHGZLWKDIDLWKDQGSHUFHQW
seldom or never goes to religious services.
7KHEHQHÀWVRI UHOLJLRXVIDLWKRUHYHQUHOLJLRXVSUDFWLFHVFDQQRWEHXQGHUVWDWHG$QRUJDQL]DWLRQFDOOHG
National Alliance on Mental Illness showed that those who do so maintain a stronger sense of community
and reduced anxiety and that volunteer opportunities have been shown to improve moods.
I think that now more than ever, the gay community needs some sort of organized religion. However, it’s
not hard to see why gay men in particular run far away from faith. These faiths often tell them they are going
to hell and are complete sinners, unworthy of love. This is probably where all of these issues begin in the
ÀUVWSODFH*D\SHRSOHJHWLQFUHGLEO\KXUWE\FKXUFKHVDOOWKHWLPHVRZK\ZRXOGWKH\ÀQGVKHOWHULQDSODFH
perceived as hostile? However, many people in the Catholic Church would argue that it is still welcoming to
members of the gay community, as it recognizes being gay is not a choice and that gay people are not damned
for being gay.
How can the Church say it is welcoming when gay teachers in Catholic high schools in Cincinnati can
EH ÀUHG IRU KDYLQJ D UHODWLRQVKLS" (YHU\ RWKHU WHDFKHU DW WKHVH VFKRROV LV
DOVR D VLQQHU EXW WKH\ ZRQ·W EH ÀUHG IRU WKH VLQV WKDW WKH\ FRPPLW 7KLV
shows outright that the Church still singles out gay people for their violations
RI &DWKROLFVRFLDOWHDFKLQJ0D\EHZHVKRXOGDVNLI &KULVWZRXOGÀUHWKRVH
teachers or if he would love them. Another way to put this is who can cast
WKHÀUVWVWRQH"7KHVHEDQVGLVWUDFWIURPWKHLPSRUWDQWPHVVDJHRI &KULVW
that all people are worthy of love. The Jesuits understand this for the most
part, and I would like to recognize them for their long ministry to the LGBT
community. Despite this, the rest of the Church needs to show this love and
respect that the Jesuits show.
The gay community needs the Church, and the Church needs the stories
Alex Hale is a junior in the
and the spirituality of the gay community. Only then will these tragic numPhilosophy,
Politics, and the Public
bers of mental illness in the gay community go down, and only then will the
Program
from
Detroit.
Church truly be the most welcoming place.
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Care about other’s passions
I spent my spring break doing what every college student
dreams of all winter long: sitting
in a Starbucks, reading scholarly
articles and working on my thesis.
Since August I have spent a
portion of nearly every day working on research in the area of
study I think is important and
interesting. Three books and who
knows how many articles later I
have written 35 pages of what I
am guessing is incoherent ramblings about the American legal
code. In the six months I have
been writing, this work has become my passion. It is what I
crave to learn more about. But,
on Thursday, I realized something. I do not know a damn
thing about the research that my
fellow classmates are doing. I can
think of the general topics of
three other seniors’ research, and
I have read a draft of one. Keep
in mind there are over a thousand
students in my graduating class.
I know the author of one
draft I read on some level, but
I never talked to the him about
his motivations or his goals or
what he hopes his thesis will inspire. So, how much do I actually

know about his research? I know
only what I perceive of his writing, through my own admittedly
biased lens, meaning that I only
really know my own research and
my own work despite there being
hundreds of other ongoing projects at our university.
Of the hundreds of students
who are doing in-depth research
on topics that they are truly passionate about, I have some sense
of four of them. And the only
research topic that I can have any
meaningful conversation about is
my own. I have no one to blame
but myself. I talk to other seniors
every day of the week, all of
whom are working on something
before graduation that makes
them bubble with excitement. I
don’t even know the general topic
of any of that work.
Why do we not ask each other
what we are all working on? Why
is there so little interest in each
other’s works and passions? The
sense that we are all too busy or
too mentally clogged to ask even
one person every day what they
are working on is absurd. It takes
IHZHU WKDQ ÀYH PLQXWHV WR KHDU
what someone else is interested

in and working on. Just imagine
what we could learn by asking
our fellow Musketeers what their
research is focused on. As we all
work toward our passions and
interests, how wonderful is it to
have someone to talk with about
them?
Each and every one of us
has some passion, that idea that
makes our hearts pound. We
should discover what those passions are not only in ourselves but
also in each other. If we truly are
aspiring to be men and women
for others, we have to at least attempt to know something about
the work and interests of other
men and women in our lives.

James Hogan is a senior Philosophy,
Politics, and the Public major and guest
writer for the Newswire from Chagrin
Falls, Ohio.

The importance of comedy

Comedy is needed now more
than ever. Beyond the normal
pains and hindrances of life, we
are now entering an era under an
administration that brings ample
XQFHUWDLQW\ %HVLGHV ÀOP PXsic and literature, we can use our
unique humor to relieve some of
the stress that everyone feels.
Laughter has famously been
considered the “best medicine.”
This healing power undoubtedly
ÀQGV LWV EDVH LQ WKH PRPHQWV RI 
VHOIUHÁHFWLYH HXSKRULD WKDW FRPH
with every well-presented passing
MRNH RU UHPDUN :KDW RQH ÀQGV
humorous can be used as a lesson
about the self, good or bad, when
analyzed. No matter if a joke deals
with politics, an ideology or a
clumsy, bumbling friend, there is
no uniting force better than red
cheeks and dripping eyes.
What cannot be underestimated is the ability to laugh at
oneself. The fact that there exists
intelligent life, let alone any one, is
awe-inspiring and “beautifully absurd,” to use Albert Camus’ words.
There should be nothing taken too
seriously, for the painfully serious
often breeds anxiety and, later, regret. If a friend pokes fun at you,
and a smile begins to grow, know
that there must be truth in the

words spoken. Without truth,
it wouldn’t feel so personally
calibrated, and one would likely
be left with a look of confusion and the joke could hilariously be turned on the attacker.
In this way, an awkward moment can provide ground for a
comical rebuttal, a destroyer of
silence.
Beyond interpersonal dinner
table conversations, comedy
can be used as a tool to make
abysmal realities known, to
spread truth. The clear strength
of comedian John Oliver, and
the reason for his continued
success, is his ability to weave
sarcasm and witty jokes into
an otherwise dismal situation.
3HRSOH ÁRFN WR KLP QRW EHcause he is reporting anything
ignored by The Times or CNN,
but because he makes news
interesting. Comedy presented
in this context may seem like
it belittles the meaning of a
story when, in reality, it spreads
awareness of current events.
The whole, unedited truth just
seems to be too much for humans to swallow.
There should be no prohibited topics, whether one is a comedian on stage or a child at a

family reunion. The dinnertime taboos
of sex, politics and money should not
be avoided but embraced as essential if
stronger, less insecure people are to be
fashioned. The above topics are a large
part of what makes an individual – making any relevant jokes all the more salient
and contemplative.
Words have only the power that is
personally granted to them. To unlock
their meaning, focus less on the words
themselves more on the accompanying
tone and the speaker. Laugh at all the
dark corners of this life, especially your
own. This laughter, not the immolation
of a campus, is an effective means of
gaining credibility and followers.

1LFN 5LWWHQKRXVH LV D ÀUVW\HDU HFR
nomics major and guest writer for the
Newswire from Columbus, Ohio.
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Being an emotional person
in a judgemental world
I am an open book: Everything anyone ever needs to know
about me is clear, concise and easy to read. Even things people
don’t necessarily need to know about me I broadcast to the whole
world. I am emotional, and I tend to let my emotions dictate my
actions. I rarely think before I say or do anything — whatever
I’m feeling at the time overtakes reason and logic in any given
situation.
I am not afraid to hide how I feel from anyone because it
would take extreme effort on my part to conceal my feelings
from someone. If I like you, I will let you know. If you are important to me, I will let you know. If you have hurt me, I will let
you know. And if I want nothing to do with you anymore, I will
certainly let you know.
But it’s exhausting, constantly emptying my soul to each individual I encounter. Hoping that if they know about all my triumphs and missteps they will understand me better. Hoping that
if they understand my life and thought processes they will more
readily forgive me if the actions I carry out with pure, raw emotion and without thought or care hurt them in any way. Because
I care deeply about that. I want people to walk away after having
me in their lives knowing I never intend to cause harm. I just
don’t always realize in the moment how my actions affect others.
I have always wondered why being a highly emotional person
is met with judgement. People chide me for being emotional and
joke about my decisions being based on blind rage.
We teach children from a young age that they are not to put
their emotions on full display. Boys are taught that they will be
seen as weak if they stray from masculine emotions like aggression and pride. Girls are taught the acceptable ways for them to
emote are through feminine emotions like sadness, anxiety and
happiness.
I have witnessed parents telling their children, regardless of
gender, to stop crying, to stop reacting and to stop displaying any
type of emotion, especially in public, that could be considered
excessive. At such a young age, being told the way you feel is inappropriate when there is no harm cast on anyone is detrimental.
The ability to express oneself openly is imperative to leading a
less stressful life.
Over the years I have found that being able to express how I
feel, rather than letting it sit in my mind and heart, has allowed
me to grow closer not only to those in my life but also to myself.
Prior to this discovery, I used to constantly bottle up and conceal
my feelings. I believed it was easier for everyone if my demeanor
was joyful, if my face was permanently adorned with a smile and
if I never let a complaint escape from my lips.
It killed me inside, not being able to voice my feelings in fear
of upsetting others, not expressing any form of anger or sadness because I believed people expected me to be the girl who
brightened everyone else’s day. The emotional walls I had built
up in an attempt to be the perfect daughter, friend, student,
etc. started to push people away. I felt isolated because no one
knew how I felt, and no one knew I was suffering and extremely
unhappy.
Breaking down my walls and allowing myself to become an
emotional person is probably the best change I’ve made. But
I still hide. I still conceal certain emotions from people. I still
think it is wrong and shameful
WR SXEOLFO\ FU\ , VWLOO ÀQG P\self biting my tongue in certain
situations.
Sometimes it’s necessary to
behave this way to protect myself
from getting hurt. But sometimes
it’s not, and sometimes, who really knows? What I am sure of
is that since embracing the hurAbrena Rowe is a junior psy
ricane of emotions I possess and
allowing them to be on full dis- chology major and the Opinions and
play, I have never been happier Editorial editor for the Newswire
from Cincinnati.
with who I am.
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Musketeers head to Orlando for NCAA
Tournament after tough defeat in NYC
BY KYLE TOOLEY

seed after a 24-8 regular season.
Though the lower seed and with a
After falling a game short of
worse record at 21-13, 49 percent
the championship in the Big East
of the public is picking Xavier to
Tournament in New York City
XSVHW0DU\ODQGLQWKHÀUVWURXQG
last week, the men’s basketball
Maryland is led by junior
team is gearing up for its 15th
guard Melo Trimble, who tops
NCAA Tournament appearance
the team in scoring and assists.
since 2000. The Musketeers will
Shutting down Trimble and limtravel to Orlando for tomoriting the Terrapins’ scoring from
row’s game against the Maryland
deep seem to be the keys to
Terrapins of the Big Ten.
stopping Maryland. In addition,
Xavier opened the Big East
Xavier needs to take advantage
Tournament with a win against
of Maryland’s weak presence on
the last-place DePaul Blue
the defensive glass.
Demons, whom Xavier had alIf the Musketeers get past
ready topped twice during the
0DU\ODQGLQWKHÀUVWURXQGWKH\
regular season. Though staring at
would face either the Florida
D RQHSRLQW GHÀFLW KHDGLQJ LQWR
State Seminoles, a three-seed, or
Photo courtesy of twitter.com
halftime, junior Trevon Bluiett Trevon Bluiett erupts after hitting the eventual game-winning bucket against Butler in the 2017 Big East Tournament. the Florida Gulf Coast Eagles,
was able to turn it on in the sec- junior JP Macura split a pair of faced the sixth-seeded Creighton
Foster elevated and deliv- a 14-seed, in the Round of 32.
ond half, scoring every one of free throws to extend the lead to Bluejays, with whom they split HUHG WKH ÀQDO EORZ WKH WR WKH Both teams have notable weakhis 17 points following the inter- three. Butler came down with the the regular-season matchups. Musketeers Big East Tournament nesses that can be exploited, and
mission. The Musketeers bested rebound of the missed free throw, The conclusion of the contest run, draining a three with eight many of the top minds in colDePaul by a score of 75-64.
but freshman Tyrique Jones stole made highlight shows all across seconds remaining. A deep three lege basketball, including ESPN’s
In the second round on the ball and hammered it home, the country but did not end up in from Macura rimmed out at the Jay Bilas, believe that Xavier will
Thursday, Xavier matched up sealing the victory. Led by the Xavier’s favor.
buzzer, ending the contest in an meet the Arizona Wildcats in
with a second-seeded Butler heroics of Bluiett and his gameChanneling his performance exciting, yet disappointing, fash- the Sweet 16, which would mark
Bulldogs team that had Xavier’s high 23 points as well as graduate from the night before, Bluiett ion for the Musketeers.
Xavier’s seventh appearance in
number during the regular sea- VWXGHQW 0DOFROP %HUQDUG·V ÀUVW hit a step-back three with 16 secThe win over Butler seem- the Sweet 16 since 2004.
son. With 17 seconds remaining double-double of the season, the onds left, tying the game at 72. ingly secured Xavier’s place in
Xavier’s
matchup
with
in the contest, Bluiett hit one seventh-seeded Musketeers were Creighton inbounded the ball the NCAA Tournament, as the Maryland will get underway
of his signature elbow-jumpers able to complete the upset of and immediately ran down the committee deemed it an 11-seed Thursday from Orlando at 6:50
to give Xavier a two-point ad- Butler by a score of 62-57.
court, moving the ball around in the 68-team tournament. Its p.m. at the Amway Center. The
vantage. After Butler missed a
,Q WKH VHPLÀQDOV RI  WKH %LJ until Marcus Foster found the RSSRQHQWIRUWKHÀUVWURXQGWKH game will be broadcasted nationshot on the ensuing possession, East Tournament, the Musketeers rock.
Maryland Terrapins, earned a six- ally on TNT.

Sports Editor

Gellenbeck, young arms leading
Musketeers into Hayden Field

Xavier, FC Cincy
faceoff in friendly
BY BRENDAN BURRIS

Staff Writer
The Xavier men’s soccer team
is set to face hometown United
Soccer League (USL) team FC
Cincinnati in a friendly match as a
part of both teams’ preparation for
their upcoming seasons. The game
will take place at 7 p.m. on Friday at
the Xavier Soccer Complex.
For the Musketeers, the game
will be their second preseason
match so far, with four more taking place and the last being April 29.
Both Indiana and Louisville, two
teams who found themselves consistently in the top-25 in the NCAA
rankings last season, are on the list
for preseason matchups. These
Newswire photo by Thomas vonAhlefeld
two games, in addition to the FC
7KH0XVNHWHHUVWDNHRQWKH2KLR6WDWH%XFNH\HVWKLV6XQGD\PDUNLQJWKHLUÀUVWKRPHJDPHRIWKHVHDVRQ Cincinnati friendly, should be solid
BY PAUL FRITSCHNER
tune-ups for the Musketeers, who
ÀYHJDPHVODVWZHHNZKLOHQRWFK- only to Gellenbeck’s 12.
Staff Writer
Looking at the rest of the Big are coming off an 8-8-3 season last
ing three RBI’s and scoring three
The Xavier baseball team en- times himself.
East, Xavier is right around the year.
joyed the warm southern tem)& &LQFLQQDWL·V ÀQDO SUHThe pitching staff has strug- middle of the pack with a 7-9
peratures last week as it took on gled at times, holding a 4.00 team overall record. St. John’s is off to season matchup will come against
Charlotte, Georgia and Southern ERA, but sophomore Matt Kent a blazing start, sitting at 12-2 over- Xavier after having just beaten the
Mississippi during the course of and freshman Conor Grammes all and ranked 19th in the nation. University of Cincinnati in a frienda 10-day road trip during spring KDYH IDUHG ZHOO LQ WKHLU ÀUVW RXW- It doesn’t matter what happens ly of their own. Facing the univerbreak. It played eight games and ings of the season. Kent has in the non-conference for the sity teams in friendly matchups has
ÀQLVKHGZLWKDUHFRUGSLFNLQJ thrown over 15 innings without Musketeers. The most important become a two-year tradition for FC
up one win against each team. It allowing an earned run while strik- games will be during the confer- Cincinnati, which hopes to continue
went 1-2 against Charlotte, split ing out 11 and only walking three ence season when they will have to show the strength of soccer in
with Georgia and went 1-2 against batters. Grammes has a 2.45 ERA DVLJQLÀFDQWFKDQFHWRSOD\IRUDQ the city. The second-year team will
Southern Mississippi.
look to build upon the success of
over seven and a third innings NCAA tournament berth.
;DYLHUZLOOÀQDOO\JHWDFKDQFH LWVÀUVW\HDUDVHDVRQLQZKLFKLWÀQSenior Joe Gellenbeck, the pitched.
preseason Big East Player of the
At the plate, Xavier is hitting to play in front of its home fans ished third in its conference, made
Year, was once again named to the .233 as a team, with junior Rylan this weekend, when it returns the playoffs, set multiple attendance
Big East Weekly Honor Roll for Bannon providing a lot of the of- for a game against Ohio State at records, had the league MVP and
his performance during Xavier’s fense. His four homers are a team Hayden Field on Sunday. First hosted an English Premier League
road trip. He hit .353 across the best, and his 11 RBIs are second pitch is scheduled for 1 p.m.
team to great success and fanfare.

Xavier head coach Andy Fleming
called the FC Cincinnati-Xavier
matchup “a wonderful night for the
city.” The USL team has taken the
soccer community in Cincinnati by
storm, inserting itself, albeit prematurely, into the conversation for potential MLS expansion. A showcase
friendly match like this will only
serve to strengthen the soccer community here in the city and hopes
to continue to bring more eyes to
these great programs.

Photo courtesy of fccincinnati.com

FC Cincinnati’s Djiby Fall earlier this preseason.
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‘Avenue Q’ makes fantasies come true

Photo courtesy of broadwaybox.com

Avenue Q stars Brian (Nicholas Kohn), Gary Coleman (Danielle K, Thomas), Nicky (Jason Jacoby), Princeton and Rod (Ben Durocher), Kate Monster (Elizabeth Ann Berg) and Christmas Eve (Grace Choi).

BY SAM MARTINI

Staff Writer
2Q D WULS WR 1HZ <RUN &LW\
a few friends and I were able to
catch an off-Broadway show.
Avenue Q is the story of a puppet named Princeton, straight
out of college, and his search to
ÀQGKLVSXUSRVH+HHQGVXSRQ
Avenue Q , where he and his new-

found friends discover life after
school and how to cope with the
future.
Opening off-Broadway in
2003 and having its Broadway debut the same year, the show garnered fantastic reviews and won
three Tony awards the following
year.
After running on Broadway

IRU VL[ \HDUV WKH VKRZ PRYHG
back to off-Broadway where it
has run since 2009.
The show has several of the
cast members operate puppets to
further push the comedic style of
the show. It uses a childlike form
of entertainment to make some
of the subject matter a lot less
dark than it truly is.

The performances were fanWDVWLF LQ WKLV SURGXFWLRQ 0DQ\
have played their parts in different versions of the show across
the country, some even during
its run on Broadway. With music
and lyrics by Robert Lopez, the
man behind Frozen’s “Let It Go,”
it is no wonder the show has been
around this long.

The show uses a fantastic
blend of Sesame Street and harsh
realism to provide a stellar comedic take of the world we live in.
Running for 13 years, Avenue
Q VWLOO SXOOV LQ DXGLHQFHV WR H[perience its fantastic message of
JURZLQJXSDQGÀQGLQJRXWZKR
you are and that everything in life
is only for now.

Disney’s LeFou comes out of the closet
BY RILEY HEAD

Staff Writer
Days away from the Friday release of their highly anticipated
live-action Beauty and the Beast
remake, Disney producers have
made a statement that the character LeFou is gay.
LeFou is the sidekick of
Gaston, the fairy tale’s notoriously
conceited antagonist. LeFou’s
main role in the story is fanning
Gaston’s ego and acting as his
hype man. The role is played by
-RVK*DGDQGLWLVWKHÀUVWH[SOLFLWO\JD\FKDUDFWHULQD'LVQH\ÀOP
“LeFou is somebody who on
one day wants to be Gaston and
on another day wants to kiss
Gaston,” director Bill Condon
said. “He’s confused about what
he wants. It’s somebody who’s
just realizing that he has these
feelings.”
&RQGRQ DOVR H[SUHVVHG IUXVtration at the backlash from the
DQQRXQFHPHQW /H)RX EULHÁ\
dances with another male character at the end of the movie. This
small moment in the movie has
prompted outrage and protest.
Russia chose to restrict children under 16 from seeing Beauty
and the Beast, and one drive-in-theater in Alabama is choosing not to
screen it anymore.
Other people, including members of the cast, have wondered at
this passionate backlash.

Photos courtesy of cloudfront.net

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast character LeFou, played by Josh Gad, has come out as gay 25 years after the movie’s original animated release.

xaviernewswire.com

“People who don’t like the
idea of gay characters appearing
in fairy stories should think what
they would think if they were gay
themselves and why should they
EHH[FOXGHG"µ,DQ0F.HOOHQZKR
plays Cogsworth in the movie,
VDLG DW WKH ÀOP·V 1HZ <RUN SUH-

PLHUH0RQGD\
When asked about the protest, Gad said, “What I would
VD\ LV WKDW WKLV ÀOP LV RQH RI 
inclusiveness.”
He said that the dance at the
end of the movie is “subtle but
incredibly effective.” In several

statements Gad also said that he
hopes that the audience focuses
more on the dangerous persuasive power of Gaston over what
he sees as a tiny inclusive moment
with LeFou.
Emma Watson, who plays Belle
LQWKHÀOPVDLGWKDWWKH´JD\PR-

ment” may have been overstated.
´'RHV /H)RX LGROL]H*DVWRQ"
,V KH LQ ORYH ZLWK *DVWRQ"µ
Watson said during an interview
earlier this week. “What’s the reODWLRQVKLSWKHUH"$QG,WKLQNLW·V
incredibly subtle, to be perfectly
honest.”
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Photo courtesy of Choose Chicago website

Hundreds of people clad in traditional Irish colors of green, white and orange gather around the freshly dyed Chicago River to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

BY TREVER MCKENZIE
Copy Editor

Chicago is a city with many famous tourist attractions and a large
cultural background, but one tradition may go unnoticed by unfamiliar
tourists: The annual dyeing of the
Chicago River for St. Patrick’s Day.
Each year two boats carrying
members of the Chicago Journeymen
Plumbers Union (CJPC) rocket
across the Chicago river.The first boat
drops in an environmentally-friendly
vegetable dye, an orange powder that
becomes a deep, vivid green when it
hits the water. More than 40 pounds
of powder are dumped into the river.
The second boat follows up
and makes sure the dye gets spread
throughout the rest of the river.
On the shores, more than a million
Chicagoans, tourists and onlookers

cheer and marvel at the beautiful
green waves crashing in the wake of
the boats.
The dyeing tradition began in the
early days of Richard J. Daley’s time
as mayor. In an attempt to locate the
source of sewage outflow plaguing
the Chicago River at the time, Daley
ordered the CJPC to use a green dye
to determine the specific locations
that produced the sewage.
In 1962, Stephen Bailey, the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade chairman and a
member of the CJPC, noticed that a
coworker’s overalls were green from
a day spent distributing the dye. He
reasoned that the dye could be used
on the river itself to turn it completely green.
The first attempt didn’t go well
– the river stayed green for almost a
week. Subsequent attempts reduced

the amount of dye until the river
only stayed green for a day. However,
environmentalists began to lobby
against the use of the dye, saying
that it would cause more damage to
the river. This prompted a switch to
the vegetable dye in 1966. Now, the
river only stays green for around five
hours, but the sheer number of people who attend the event indicates
that five hours is just long enough to
witness this spectacle.
Following the dyeing of the river, a large parade passes through the
streets of Chicago, with onlookers
celebrating, reveling and drinking
to their heart’s content. If you wish
to join in the celebration next year,
head to Columbus Drive in Chicago
and be prepared to witness an awesome shamrock surprise. It’s definitely a sight worth seeing.

